[Evaluation of hepatitis C virus genotype and its influence on therapeutical respond on combined therapy with pegilated interferon A 2a (40)kD and ribavirin].
The aim of our study was to determine the genotypes of viral hepatitis C. We examined 54 patients with chronic hepatitis C who were treated at Gastroenterohepatology Department University of Sarajevo. We also monitored effects of therapeutical results in same group of patients. Polymerasa chain reaction (PCR) was used to quantified the number of HCV-RNA copies in 1 ml of blood. Genotype of virus was determined as well. We created therapeutical protocols based on genotype and quantity of virus that contained pegilated interferon alpha2a(40) kD and ribavirin. The result of our investigation presented that the highest number of patients, 25 had genotype 1a; 13 patients had genotype lb; 11 patients had genotype 3; 4 patients had genotype 4 and 1 patients with genotype 2a. At the end of therapy, 42 patients were HCV-RNA PCR negative; 7 female and 35 male. Four women with genotype 1a, responded on therapy; two with genotype 1b and one with genotype 3. Within the male group of patients (35 patients), 16 patients had a genotype 1a, 3 patients had a genotype 1b, 11 patients had a genotype 3, 4 patients had genotype 4 and one patient had genotype 2a. Patients who did not respond on therapy or were HCV-RNA-PCR positive at the end of therapy were genotype 1a and 1b. According to result of our investigation, genotype 1 is the most frequent among our patients, and the most severe damages in liver parenchyma are associated with genotype 1a and 1b. Genotype 1b also had less respond on therapy.